	Curriculum – Level 3 - English
Unit Title:  Blogging

	Dates:  Term 4 2011 – Weeks 2,3,4 

	Curriculum Links:

ICT        Environmental Studies

	Values:
· Excellence

· Innovation, enquiry and curiosity

· Diversity

· Respect

· Equity

· Community and participation

· Ecological Sustainability 

· Integrity
	Key Competencies:

· Managing Self

· Relating to others

· Participating and Contributing
· Thinking
· Using Language, Symbols and Texts

	Achievement Objectives:
English:

Speaking, Writing, and Presenting:

Students will:
INDICATORS:

· Integrate sources of information, processes and strategies with developing confidence to identify, form and express ideas.

· Use a developing understanding of the connections between oral, written and visual language when creating texts;
· Create a range of texts by integrating sources of information and processing strategies with developing confidence;

· Seek feedback and make changes to texts to improve clarity, meaning, and effect;

· Is reflective about the production of own texts: monitors and self-evaluates progress, articulating learning with growing confidence.
By using these processes and strategies when speaking, writing and presenting, students will:

Purposes and audiences:

· Show a developing understanding of how to shape texts for different purposes and audiences.
INDICATORS:

· Constructs texts that show a growing awareness of purpose and audience through careful choice of content, language and text form;
· Conveys and sustains personal voice where appropriate.

Ideas

· Students will select, form and communicate ideas on a sustainable school topic.

INDICATORS:

· Forms and expresses ideas and information with increased clarity, drawing on a range of sources;

· Adds or changes details and comments to support ideas, showing some selectivity in the process;
· Ideas suggest awareness of a range of dimensions or viewpoints.

Language features

· Use language features appropriately, showing a developing understanding of their effects.

INDICATORS:

· Uses oral, written, and visual language features to create meaning and effect and engage interest;

· Uses a range of vocabulary to communicate meaning;

· Demonstrates good understanding of all basic spelling patterns and sounds in written English;

· Uses an increasing range of strategies to self-monitor and self-correct spelling;

· Writes legibly, fluently, and with ease when creating texts;

· Uses a range of text conventions, including most grammatical conventions, appropriately and with increasing accuracy.

Structure

· Organise texts, using a range of appropriate structures.

INDICATORS:

· Organises written ideas into paragraphs with increasing confidence;

· Organises and sequences ideas and information with increasing confidence;

· Uses a variety of sentence structures, beginnings, and lengths.

Information Communications Technology:

Computers are a tool for communication:  speaking, writing and presenting.
INDICATORS:

· Students will identify factors that create safe internet practices.
· Students will through technology and written communication express their own feelings, beliefs and actions in creating a sustainable school environment. 
Environmental Studies:

Enviroschools have a sense of purpose:

INDICATORS:
· Students are inspired to be creative and become competent to make decisions and take action in their school community. 
· Students learn how they can nurture both the school environment and people around them. Learning is lived and reinforced in the school classroom. 
· Teachers [and students] reshape and refocus everyday activities so that the potential for environmentally friendly practices are maximised. 
· Adults [and children] act responsibly on behalf of the school environment and serve as role models for others.

	Learning Intentions / Success Criteria

English:

Learning Intention:  I will use blogging to write texts that explain, describe and exchange ideas and
                                  information about what it is to be an environmentally friendly school.
Success Criteria:    I have written texts and blogged explaining, describing and exchanging ideas and

                                 Information about what it is to be an environmentally friendly school.
Information Communications Technology:

Learning Intention: I will communicate using technology as a tool and blogging netiquette.                                                                                      Success Criteria:  I have communicated using technology as a tool and blogging netiquette.
Environmental Studies:

Learning Intention:  I will explain and describe how I sustainably care for my school environment.                                                                                    Success Criteria:  I have explained and described how I sustainably care for my school environment

	Lesson Outline:  Teaching and Learning

	Week One

	1. In class brainstorm with students:  What is blogging?
· Look at class blog set up.

· Discuss keeping ourselves safe on the net.

· Discuss netiquette / appropriate blogging.
· Students to ‘blog’ and respond to questions posed prior to blogging American students;
I. Do you know what blogging is?
II. Have you ever blogged before?

III. Will you use the blog at home?
2. Blog with Ashley Ward’s class Underwood GT Magnet Elementary in America.

Pose questions about What it is to be an Eco-School.

I. Hillcrest Normal School is an eco-friendly school we reuse, recycle and reduce waste do you?
3. Students to ‘blog’ and respond to questions posed post blogging American students.
I. How often did you blog?

II. Would you blog again?

III. What did you learn from blogging with the American students about being an eco-school?

IV. How would you rate our school out of ten (ten being very environmentally friendly) now that you have blogged with Underwood GT Magnet Elementary School?

	Week Two

	

	Week Three

	

	Summative Assessment:
· Collate data of individual student activity pre, during and post blogging.

· Student Assessment Rubric (Teacher Assessment).


	Student Assessment Task:
· Learning Journal Sample: Student Prompt and Survey (Student Self Assessment).


	Reflection on Unit:



