                          Rationale for Project                                                                                             

The purpose of this integrated English Unit is for students to use ‘Blogging’ to write texts.  These written texts will explain, describe and exchange ideas and information about safe environmental practices.
Outlined in this integrated English unit, renamed ‘Blogging Unit’ are the achievement objectives taken from the New Zealand Curriculum Document.  The integrated curriculum areas are the:
· English Curriculum
· Information Communications Technology Curriculum
· Environmental Studies Curriculum
In the classroom Writing Programme students will use the website kidblog.org and computers as the tools for exchanging their written ideas and information.  The intention of blogging with an American class of students of similar age is motivation for this written exchange.  Students will also learn through discussion about netiquette and safe internet practices.
The theme for the written texts is around caring for the school environment as students at Hillcrest Normal School are working toward an environmental award for caring for their school environment.  
Blogging will provide an opportunity for the Hillcrest Normal School students to pose questions and answers to students from another culture and school environment growing and consolidating their own understandings of sustainable practices.  

Over a two to three week period Hillcrest Normal School students will be required to;
1. Complete a pre-blogging survey.

2. Blog with Underwood Elementary School for approximately two weeks and during this time there will be in class discussions of which a record will be keep pre and post blogging to reflect on questions such as;
a) How well is the blogging going?

b) Are you using blogging netiquette?
c) What could we do better?

d) What should we do differently?

See teaching sequence: session one for the implementation of this unit of work into the classroom, as the unit progresses a summary of each class session will be recorded with direction indicated of where to next.  The unit will end with a post-blogging reflection by the students and a reflection on this unit of work by the teacher.  
To conclude this final assignment an overall reflection will be written on the class session summaries, students’ pre and post blogging comments and a reflection on the success of the learning intentions outlined in the unit plan.






